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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

Prior to examination of the above-identified application, 
please enter the following specification changes as noted below: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 19-21 and 25-35 as follows: 

19. (Amended) A protective layer transfer sheet for use in 
providing the image forming method according to claim 1. 

20. (Amended) A record comprising a protective layer 
provided on the image of the print by the image forming method 
according to claim 1 . 



21. (Amended) A record produced by the image forming method 
according to claim 1, the record having a specular glossiness at 
45 degrees in the range of 70 to 110% according to JIS 2 8741. 

25 . (Amended) The image f orming method according to claim 
22 , wherein the nonsilver photographic color hard copy recording 
system is any one of an electrophotographic recording system, an 
ink jet recording system, and a thermal transfer recording 
system. 

26. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
22, wherein, in the protective layer transfer sheet, the 
thermally transferable protective layer contains an ultraviolet 
absorber. 

27 . (Amended) A protective layer transfer sheet for use in 
providing the image forming method according to claim 22 . 
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28. (Amended) A record comprising a protective layer 
provided on an image in a print by the image forming method 
according to claim 22 . 

29. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
1, wherein the thermally transferring step is carried out by 
means of a thermal head. 

30 . (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
1, wherein the thermally transferring step is carried out by 
means of a heat roll . 

31 . (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
1, wherein the protective layer transfer sheet is used in a roll 
form. 

32 . (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
1, wherein the protective layer transfer sheet is used in a 
separated sheet form. 
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33 . (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
32 , wherein an assemblage comprising a mount and a protective 
layer transfer sheet secured on top of the mount is used. 

34. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
33 j wherein each size of the mount , the protective layer transfer 
sheet and the print satisfies the following relationship: 

Mount > Protective layer transfer sheet > Print. 

35 . (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
33 f wherein a basis weight of the mount is in a range of 80 to 
500 g/m 2 . 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1-35 remain pending herein. Claims 19-21 and 25-35 
have been amended hereby. 

This Preliminary Amendment is submitted to eliminate 
multiply dependent claims from the above- identified application. 

Examination of this application on its merits is 
respectfully requested. 



RWP:RNW/mhs 

Attachment: Claim Mark-ups 

Attorney Docket No. PAIN: 645 

PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 
1421 Prince Street, Suite 210 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2805 
Telephone: (703) 739-0220 



Respectfully submitted, 



PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 



August 3, 2001 




Date 



Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,177 
Robert N. Wieland 
Registration No. 40,225 
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15. The imag o forming m e thod according to claim 14, wh e r e ir. 
one type of the thermoplastic resin constitutes a main comp^afient 
of the thermoplastic resin and has a number average ^^olecular 
weight of not more than 10000 while the other typ^has a number 
average molecular weight of not less thanJrdOOO. 

16. The image forming method according to claim 10, wherein 
a release layer is further prodded between the thermally 
transferable protective laye^and the substrate film. 

17 . The image forr^tg method according to claim 16, wherein 
the release layer i^composed mainly of an acrylic resin having 
a number average molecular weight of not more than 40000. 

18 .yTne image forming method according to claim 10, wherein 
the tt^rmally trans ferableprotective layer contains anultraviolet 

sorber -. 

19. (Amended) A protective layer transfer sheet for use 
in providing the image forming method according to claim ! ■■ any 
e ^i e of clams 1 no 16. 



20. (Amended) Arecordcomprisingaprotectivelayerprovided 
on the image of the print by the image forming method according 



to claim L—cS 
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21 . (Amended) A record produced by the image forming method 

o the record having 



according to claim 1 a n y o n e of c la ir a r 
a specular glossiness at 45 degrees in the range of 70 to 110% 
according to JIS Z 8741. 

22. An image forming meth o d comprising tho stops of^ 
providing a protective layer transfer sheet compr^mg a 
thermally transferable protective layer having ^sr single or 
multi-layer structure separably provided on ^^ubstrate sheet; 

providing a print output by a nonsi^ftsr photographic color 
hard copy recording system; 

putting the protective Larger transfer sheet onto the print 
and thermally transferring the protective layer onto an image 
in the print so as &o cover at least the printed portion; and 
separating the substrate sheet from the protective layer 
transfer sh^et to form an image provided with a protective layer, 
the specular glossiness of the image provided with the 
Prot e ctiv e lay e r being 65 to 110% as measured in tho angle rango 
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layer before the transfer of the protective layer ag measur e d 
a t 45 degrees according to JIS Z 87 4 1. 

25. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 

22 a n y one cf claims 2 2 - us wherein the nonsilver photographic 

colorhard copy recording systemis any one of anelectrophotographic 
recording system, an ink jet recording system, anda thermal transfer 
recording system. 

26. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
22 any one of claims 22 t :q 24 , wherein, in the protective layer 
transfer sheet, the thermally transferable protective layer 
contains an ultraviolet absorber. 

27 . (Amended) A protective layer transfer sheet for use 
in providing the image forming method according to claim 22 any 
e r.c o - f cIjihis — £2 — e-e — 2-^. 

28. (Amended) A record comprising a protective layerprovided 
on an image in a print by the image forming method according to 
claim 22 ony on e of el a i mp 22 no - 2^ . 

29. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
c^y- enc "cf- ' Claimc -1, — 12 , 22 , - 2 3 and- 2-4 , wherein the thermally 

transferring step is carried out by means of a thermal head. 

30. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
2 any one- of olaimO ' l, 1G, 2 -2, -23 an a 24 , wherein the thermally 
transferring step is carried out by means of a heat roll. 

31. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
^ a ny one of claims i, — 10 , ■■ 22 , 2 3 and 24 , wherein the protective 
layer transfer sheet is used in a roll form. 

32. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
2 any--e nc of- claims 10, 22, 22 and 21 , wherein the protective 
layer transfer sheet is used in a separated sheet form. 

33. (Amended) The image forming method according to ef^e^e 
of claimc claim 32, wherein an assemblage comprising a mount and 
a protective layer transfer sheet secured on top of the mount 
is used. 

34. (Amended) The image forming method according to any on e 
Or — c -x-a j m a ■■ c - a im 33, wherein each size of the mount, the protective 
layer transfer sheet and the print satisfies the following 
relationship : 
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Mount > Protective layer transfer sheet > Print. 
35. (Amended) The image forming method according to claira 3 3 

• ■■ o n e - o-f claims 33 or- 34, wherein a basis weight of the mount 

in a range of 80 to 500 g/m 2 . 



